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As members of Culture Action Europe, we would like to express our growing
concern over the increasing political intervention by governments in the work
of cultural organisations across Europe. We acknowledge efforts of the EU to
ensure freedom of expression for arts and media, and call upon Articles 11
and 13 of the European Charter of Human Rights and Article 2 of the Treaty
of the European Union to safeguard this basic human right. We therefore
strongly condemn the many egregious restrictions on artistic freedom,
freedom of expression, and organisational autonomy, a trend that is gaining
traction in several European countries.

34% of respondents in the_Creative Pulse’ survey indicated that they have
been either significantly or somewhat affected by limitations on their freedom
of artistic expression.

Freedom of artistic expression and artistic autonomy are increasingly under
pressure from political parties, as well as anti-democratic political and social
movements. In light of the rise of far-right parties and recent instances of
constraints on artistic freedom, we anticipate a growing use of censorship as
a default mechanism, which we unequivocally reject.


https://cultureactioneurope.org/news/creativepulsesurvey/

In accordance with Articles 11 and 13 of the European Charter of Human
Rights, and reflecting the values of respect for human dignity, freedom,
democracy, equality, the rule of law, and human rights, as outlined in Article 2
of the Treaty on the European Union, we call upon European institutions to
take action to safeguard the freedom of artistic expression.

We urge the European institutions to incorporate aspects of the freedom of
artistic expression into its annual Rule of Law report, supported through a
European observatory on the freedom of artistic expression. We call for
further research on the state of artistic freedom in Europe and the adoption
of measures to protect and safequard artists’ ability to create without
censorship, political interference, or intimidation.

We call on all EU Member States to fulfil their responsibility to protect and
promote freedom of artistic expression and safeguard the artistic autonomy
of publicly funded institutions. We urge Member States to adhere to the
guiding principles of the EU’s Work Plan for Culture 2023-2026, which
recognises artistic freedom as fundamental to the human ability to address
challenges, think critically, innovate and invent.

Cultural institutions across Europe, including arts education, are crucial
defenders of democratic values and champions of a pluralistic society, which
makes them key targets for those who oppose these ideals. It is vital to
ensure that cultural spaces can continue to operate as open and democratic
environments that resist intimidation and political interference. This can only
be done if the organisational autonomy of cultural institutions is safeguarded
and over-instrumentalisation of public funding instruments by policymakers is
avoided.

This would also align with the commitment outlined in the_political

guidelines for the next European Commission 2024-2029 and the_EU Strategic
Agenda 2024-2029, both of which emphasise the need to protect European
values and freedoms.

On behalf of
Culture Action Europe

and its co-signatory members:


https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/european-council/strategic-agenda-2024-2029/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/european-council/strategic-agenda-2024-2029/
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